Moving forward….. in the last week of November, 2014.
As we move into the first week of December, it seems like arriving at a nexus point of all the energy we have been building over the past few years. We will be in Federal District Court facing off against the VA on December 5th as the judge hears the VA’s Motion to Dismiss. And these are also the last days for action by Congress on HR-543.
The many new members and donations we are receiving are exactly what we need at this point, no matter which way things go…. Because we’re not giving up.

If the Court ruling goes our way, we will continue with the lawsuit aimed at returning the health care and compensation benefits to the Blue Water Navy Vietnam veterans through that venue. If the ruling does not go our way, we will focus all our attention on the legislation which will do the same thing.

We have a commitment from Representative Chris Gibson (NY) that our Bill will be re-introduced in this next 114th Congress as soon into the Session as he is able. It will be assigned a new number, so don’t be confused when that changes. We also hope that there will be a companion Bill in the Senate to start off the New Year. Regardless, we will build up our base of support for co-sponsors in the House and the Senate and will continue our educational outreach to House and Senate members so they are clear on the details of the Blue Water Navy Agent Orange-related problems.  This will lay the groundwork for passage of the legislation. And that will be the groundwork of our work to assist all victims of toxic exposure during the Vietnam Era.
With growing ranks and continued donations to rely on, we will move forward with even more energy and resolve. We will not back away from this issue and will move into this coming Congressional Session with new and convincing information to make our point heard and understood widely among our representatives in Washington.
I want to thank everyone for their tremendous support, from the joiners to the donors to the all-volunteer staffing and project crews that keep this issue in front of the decision makers. There isn’t anyone who hasn’t heard of us, and the new members of House and Senate will soon know us just as well. 

There is still a lot of work to be done, and we’re going to get it done! Just watch us go! Your backing and support means the world to us, and brings a world of benefits to thousands of veterans in need. Thank you again, one and all.

We take this coming week to give thanks for all the blessings we now enjoy in this great Country, brought to you by the blood and sweat of our military forces past and present. 

Happy Thanksgiving!
                 John Rossie, Director
